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Officers 2016-2018

 
President: Betsey Nielsen    
1411 Starlite Trail Dr. 
Osceola, IN 46561  (574) 651-8250  
betseynielsen@aol.com 

President Elect: Tammy Lubelski 
52526 Farmingdale Dr. 
Granger, IN 46530  (574) 247-1151  
lubelskiern@att.net 

Vice President: Barbara Reardon  
9511 Calumet Street 
Dyer, IN 46311  (773) 339-9795  
MOM667@comcast.net  

Secretary: Brenda Underwood 
127 W. 12th Street 
Connersville, IN 47331 
(765)698-7487 
underwood.brenda47@gmail.com  

Treasurer: Kay Spurgeon 
1617 Ironwood SW 
DeMotte, IN 46310 (219) 987-2879 
kayspurgeon2015@comcast.net 

Parliamentary Advisor: Lucy Devine 
1826 Robin Drive 
Munster, IN 46321 (219) 972-0883 
robins-red.lad@sbcglobal.net 

Pres. Advisor: Alice Duke  
12060 Sugar Creek Road 
Noblesville, IN 46060 (317) 647-8086 
cloydalice@msn.com 

Pres. Advisor: Dana Jones 
6585 Settlement Drive S 
Indianapolia, IN 46250  (219)201-4555  
danajones64@yahoo.com 

Edit and Layout: Kay Bennett  
404 W. Hilltop Ct. 
Lowell, IN 46356 (219)696-7890   
kayb616@yahoo.com 

Printer: 
JC Printing & Mailing Service 
Lafayette, IN (765)742-6829 

GFWC Legislative Action Center
At our annual convention, we ask members to sign up to 
receive updates on topics that GFWC was supporting thru 
our Legislative Action Center.   

As you see with over 3100 members signed up to obtain 
updates on our platform we are well on our way to 
becoming a group that can be heeded.  

The most popular response to our topics has been on 
female veterans where close to 1600 letters were written to 
our representatives.  It’s great to have a voice, so if you 
haven’t done so already please sign up and take action on 
those subjects close to your heart. 

 
Indiana Clubwoman is Online 


View the Clubwoman at gfwcindiana.com 
Full color  

and easy to copy off  registration forms  
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It has been such a long 
time since I have written an 
article quite a bit has 
happened. We have had the 
Indiana State Convention.  
It opened Friday night with 
members trooping thru the 
lobby of the Hilton Garden 
Inn in PJ’s. There were 
some questioning faces on 
other hotel guests, but we 
were all exceptionally 
comfortable. Our 
appearance Saturday was 
even more striking with 
hats gracing our 
membership. We were 
beautiful. Spring 

Convention is one of the happiest occasions 
for an IFC President, presenting certificates 
to the clubs for all the wonderful work that 
was accomplished throughout Indiana is a 
joy.  We owe special thanks to our partner 
Terri Lynn, Inc. who supplied a raffle basket 
of their products and samples.   

Now I must decide what to do with those 
hats I wore. 

Unfortunately, I was unable to attend the 
GFWC Convention in Palm Springs, it was 
exceptionally disappointing but hours before 
I was scheduled to board a plane an 
ambulance rushed my husband to the 
hospital for a week’s stay. Ever since his 
defibrillator shocked him 52 times in 
February he has had health issues.  Life 
sometimes presents us with new plans. My 
visions of swimming in the 115-degree heat 
vanished.  I so wanted to attend the 
workshops. However, we were well 
represented by Indiana members of the 
GFWC executive board Dana Jones and Tric 
Heepe, and our own LEADS candidate 
Brenda Underwood.  They brought home 
three awards, Advocates for Children, 

Outstanding Achievement in International 
Outreach and the USO certifying their 
appreciation of the Indiana Federation of 
Clubs for our selfless support. Our reports 
were recognized by an International body.  
What a success story for Indiana! 

I hope many of you will join us at the next 
Spring Convention to be held In Indianapolis 
once again, April 13 -14, 2018.  We plan to 
have some educational break out meetings 
on the agenda. It should be especially 
important for new Club officers to attend and 
all of our members who wish to learn a little 
more about IFC.   Your Executive Board and 
I will work hard at trying to make assuming 
leadership roles a rewarding experience, 
insuring you have the tools necessary for the 
position.   

Looking forward to seeing you all at the 
District Conventions. 

As always it is a great honor to serve 
Indiana’s Clubs and very fulfilling.   

INFORMATION FROM OUR 2016 
STATISTICAL REPORTS 

Total Projects…………………………..593 

Total Volunteer Hours …………...... 47,074 

Total $ Donated ………….……........77,545 

Total $ In Kind………………….......46,266 

These stats are from only the clubs reporting.  
Every club didn’t report. I hope you will 
reconsider and do so this coming              
February 1, 2018. 

Yours in Federation  

Betsey 

Betsey Nielsen, IFC President

The President’s Perspective
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Wow did we have some brave and 
wonderful women attend the 127th 
Annual IFC Convention held in 
Merrillville, Indiana. Friday night 
opened the Convention with a PJ 
Party. Many of our attendees were 
dressed in PJ’s, robes and/or 
slippers. Members brought gifts for 
St. Jude House which included 
pajamas and assorted wish list 
items, especially for 
babies at the domestic 
shelter.  Linda Perez, 
Executive Director of 
St. Jude’s provided 
pertinent information 
on domestic abuse 
and the shelter’s roles 
in Indiana.  She sent a 
lovely thank you 
letting us all know 
that everything was 
used immediately. 

Saturday brought the 
Presentation of Colors 
performed by the 
American Legion Post 
180 of Highland, 
Indiana. It is always a 
special moment when 
we can salute living in 

a great country. Talk about “Unity 
in Diversity” that certainly is our 
country and the flag is a such a 
potent reminder.   

The Guest speaker from GFWC 
headquarters was Marian St. Clair, 
GFWC First Vice President who 
keeps us abreast of events and 
spoke on Conflict Resolution.  We 

also heard from our Great Lakes 
President, Lin Wilken who told us 
all about the upcoming Great Lakes 
Region Conference in September.  
Lin had attended the Ohio 
Convention in Columbus the 
previous evening, so it was a 
special treat to have her attend.   

continued on page 5 
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Convention Review----April 
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Continued from page 4 

Barbara Reardon, our Vice 
President, is in charge of awards, 
she sent all the “bragging” entries 
to our state chairman who selected 
the winners. First, second and third 
place winners were given 
certificates during the convention 
but of course the drama of first 
place winners was reserved for 
Saturday’s banquet. 

Many of our members did don hats 
or fascinators for our “Sisters of 
the Past” luncheon and the dinner 
“Celebrating our Volunteers.”  
There were some beautiful 
creations, majestic feathers and 
bold color, a huge array of styles. 
About fifty per cent of our 
attendees elected to participate, 
they were all gorgeous. It was 
great fun to watch.  

The Art Scholarship winner and 
Art popularity winner was 
announced as Madison Perry of 
South Bend, entry of the Northeast 
District. Dawn Orlich the Art & 
Photograph chair was also able to 

recognize the winners of the Photo 
Contest as well. 

Since we were unable to give away 
our Music scholarship groups were 
formed to discuss an easier way 
for candidates to submit 
applications for that scholarship. 
Some great ideas were suggested 
by our members and additional 
information will be announced.  

All of our Districts Presidents 
reported or sent reports of their 
area’s activities. Everyone has 
been busy.  

The state announced the Jennie 
Award winner, Judy Tyler who will 
be competing for the Great Lakes 
Region’s top spot.  She deserved 
the honor and she also worked 
very hard at fundraising all during 
the Convention.   

Not to be forgotten was the 
announcement of our LEADS 
candidate, Brenda Underwood.  
Brenda will attend the GFWC 
Convention in Palm Springs.  

The most moving of all the 
activities was conducted by     

Marianne McCombs in memory of 
our passing members. 

We concluded with the Junior 
Pledge and the Collect. 

The Hilton Garden Inn was most 
hospitable and we gratefully thank 
them. These times of Convention 
give us an opportunity to come 
together, renew friendships, and 
learn from one another. Please plan 
to attend our next one in 
Indianapolis in April 2018. 

Convention Review----April 

Check for Ten 
Thousand Given to 
Fauntleroy Home 
One of the highlights of the 
Convention came when our 
President, Betsey Nielsen 
presented the Fauntleroy Home 
with a check for $10,000.00. That 
isn’t a typo it really was for 
$10,000.00.  Amanda Bryden, 
State Historic Site Manager 
accepted the award.


Amanda Bryden is shown about in 
her summer white hat and big 
smile. 
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As Judy enters her fifteenth year as a member 
of the GFWC Indiana Federation of Clubs, she 
is loyal to the cause of volunteer work more 
than ever before.  Her dedication is steadfast & 
continually reinforced as exhibited by her 
continuous work with in her own club, 
Chesterton Woman’s Club.  Judy doesn’t know 
a stranger! When she meets other club’s 
members, she makes them feel as if they’ve 
been life-long friends.  

 Her enthusiasm has extended to various 
chairmanships & offices.  Judy served as Club 
President (5 years), Vice President (2 years) & 
Social Chairman (2 years). As Social Chairman, 
she organized a fall luncheon for prospective 
new members. She propagated 17 African 
Violet plants from her personal collection, 
decorated the pots, donated them for table 
decorations & door prizes. Her passion was 
infectious, generating 2 new members.  She 
served as IFC North West District Vice 
President (3 years), Treasurer (1 year), 
Fundraiser Chairman (4 years), Education 
Chairman (2 years) & IFC Fundraiser Chairman 
(3+ years). 

Her life away from GFWC is consumed with 
her family, church & community.  She 
channeled her energy using her teaching degree 
(IU graduate) in the local school system, 
became active in the Catholic Daughters of 
America, was Cub Scouts Den Mother for son 
John and Brownie/Girl Scout leader for 
daughters, Roberta & Jennifer.Judy & her 
husband Bob celebrated their 54 wedding 
anniversary in 2016, have 3 children & 8 
grandchildren--all boys!   At Christmas, her 
home is reminiscent of a Norman Rockwell 
Holiday Painting--the fireplace mantle displays 

16 stockings hanging in a row, awaiting Santa’s 
arrival.  

Judy’s love for all 8 grandsons is mutual; it 
extends beyond “grandmotherly sense of duty”. 
Sadly, she experienced the loss of her first-born 
grandson, Bradley (age 19 years) as a result of 
Batten’s Disease.  She expressed her grief as “I 
was there to hold Bradley when he came into 
the world & I was there to hold Bradley as he 
left the world”.  Judy honored her grandson by 
making trips to Houston, assisting Bradley’s 
mother, who co-founded a fundraiser in 
Bradley’s name, “Hope, Help and Heal Benefit 
for Batten’s Disease.” 

She is active in her church, serving as Eucharist 
Minister, Sunday Collections (money counter), 
President of the Ladies League & Chairman of 
the League’s Annual Christmas Victorian Tea.  

Judy volunteers at the local Chamber of 
Commerce’s “Reality Store” (available to all 
local eighth grades students, to learn about 
different experiences in one’s life) & does her 
civic duty by having been selected by Indiana’s 
State Representative as Precinct Chairman/
Inspector for a newly established voting 
precinct.  Judy & Bob volunteer as Ushers at 
Valparaiso Memorial Opera House (which was 
established in 1893 as a memorial honoring 
Civil War Veterans).  

Through her years of volunteer service, Judy 
has met many people whose lives she has 
touched & enriched in various ways.  Judy 
exudes fun, energizing everyone around her & 
always with a hug & a beaming smile that’s 
definitely contagious!

Jenny Award 
Nominee 

Judy Tyler

CL
UB

W
OM

AN
/IN

DI
AN

A 
SU

M
M

ER
/F

AL
L 

20
17



7

Northwest 
District’s 
Nurse’s 
Scholarship 
2017 Winner

   Imagine being a graduating high 
school senior, whose dream of 
becoming a nurse will soon become a 
reality...as it is in the young  life of 
Harlee Storm Sotkowski, graduate of 
Kouts High School, 2017...and in a 
small part, thanks due to the IFC 
NWD Nurses Scholarship Fund & 
Committee.  

Traditionally, the winner is invited to 
b e a g u e s t a t N W D S p r i n g 
Recognition Meeting, at which time 
she is presented with a certificate & 
le t t e r announc ing her award .  
Unfortunately this year, she was 
unable to attend, as she & her family 
would be attending the graduation 
ceremony of her older sister at IU 
B l o o m i n g t o n o n t h a t d a y . 
Unfortunately, it was the districts 
loss...but our reading club’s gain...so 
to speak.  This allowed us the 

opportunity to communicate with 
Harlee’s Guidance Counselor at Kout 
High School. Arrangements were 
made for us to present the scholarship 
to Harlee at the school’s Annual 
Seniors Awards Night. 

The ESO Joyce Wargo Reading 
Club is delighted to be the 
sponsoring club of the 2017 
winning recipient of NWD Nurses 
Scholarship in the amount of 
$1,000. On June 1st, President 
Nancy Teller, Vice President 
Tanya Bland & Past President 
Elaine Washek attended the 
awards event.  Presenter Tanya 
B land announced the NW 
District’s  award & winner, 
calling Harlee to the stage.  She 
was presented with the District’s 
Award Certif icate & let ter 
outlining details of the award.  
Additionally, Harlee  was  
presented with a monetary gift & 
a certificate of congratulations 
from the ESO Club Members. 

Harlee is a delightful young lady 
with a beautiful smile & happy 
eyes.  Come Fall 2017, she will 

embark upon her career as a student at 
Valparaiso University, pursuing her 
goal, her dream.  Thank you, NWD 
Clubs for sponsoring a very needed & 
necessary scholarship.   
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IFC’s Art Scholarship Winner 
Madison Perry
One of the highlights of our yearly convention is the selection of our 
Art Scholarship winner. This years winner was Madison Perry of South 
Bend.  Her entry was compliments of the Northeast District.   

Great things are done by a 
series of small things brought 
together. -Van Gogh 

Dawn Orlich the Art & 
Photograph chair was also 
able to recognize the winners 
of the Photo Contest as well.  

Presenting the art scholarship 
is always a joy as this is why 
we volunteer for the GFWC 
and why we work so hard. Its 
all about making a difference 
in other peoples lives and 
giving them a hand up 
whenever possible.  Where 
would we be without the beauty the arts bring us? Their preservation should 
be important to each of us. 
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Every year we ask Clubs to support Riley 
Children’s Hospital with a monetary donation, 
many clubs find it very easy to include their 
support along with their dues.  Newer members 
may not be aware that at the Convention in April 
of even years, 2018 for example, we take all the 
money collected throughout the state and present 
it to Riley.   

In addition this year our Riley Chairwoman for 
the state of Indiana, Bonnie Sparks, has been hard 
at work identifying a state wide project which 
will culminate at our April 2018 Convention.  

Our project for Riley’s children will be “Riley 
Bags” or “Smiley Bags.” Club members will be 
working to fill up  to 1000 bags to present at the 
2018 IFC Convention to a Riley representative.  
The bags will provide activities for the young 
patients while on the road to recovery. 

Riley Bags can be filled with many different 
items to be enjoyed.  Items might include (but 
certainly not limited to):  reading books, puzzle-
books of all kinds, water color sets and paper, 
coloring books and crayons, colored pencils, 
washable markers, craft aprons, pencils, pens, 
flash drives, videos, small games, glue, glue 

sticks, colored paper, feathers and felt, blunt 
scissors, stencils, funny ears or noses, yarn, 
ribbon, logos or anything else you run across that 
seems appropriate for your collection. (Consider 
including a get well card in the bag) 

We have written and received a grant for 1000 
bags through the Walgreens Foundation.  Bags 
will be waiting for your items at the IFC 
Convention in Indianapolis on Friday, April 13, 
2018.  Each club will be supplied one bag prior to 
the IFC Convention as a sample to see what fits 
in a bag and still provides fun and welcomed 
distractions from the child’s hospital life.  

Your Club may want to consider asking members 
to bring donations to each meeting or your 
District may request donations be brought to their 
convention.  

Age ranges will be: ( 1-5)  (6-10)  (11-14)  (15+)

Riley Project 2016 - 2018 

Those of you who attended the April 127th Annual 
Convention are aware the IFC presented 
Fauntleroy Home with a check for $10,000.00.  
Many years ago, the IFC club who met at 
Fauntleroy Home, gave us their treasurer of 
$10,000.00 when they de-federated but on the 
condition, that if Fauntleroy Home reopened we 
would return the funds.  As custodian of the 
money the IFC invested in a CD, but used the 
interest as operating funds for the state federation. 
When the CD term expired in 2016 the board 
knew it was time to return the investment as 
Fauntleroy Home reopened the doors in 2013.  
The Indiana Federation of Clubs consist of women 
who keep their word.  

The original Fauntleroy Club was founded in 
September 20, 1859 as “The Minerva Society.” In 
the autumn of 1912 the Board of Directors of the 

General Federation came to New Harmony to see 
and visit the birthplace of what had thought then to 
be the “Mother Club,” the history of the club 
contains some of the same thoughts and goals as 
we practice today.    

The History of the Indiana Federation of Clubs 
recounts that Mrs. Ella Dietz a former member of 
the Minerva Club and then living in New Orleans 
was the fertile mind that came up with the slogan 
“Unity in Diversity” for the group meeting to form 
the General Federation.  

The ownership of the home passed in 1925 to the 
IFC with great fanfare in turn the house was 
passed on to the state of Indiana when it became a 
burden and became a part of historic New 
Harmony, Indiana located on the banks of the 
Wabash.!  

Fauntleroy Home New Harmony Indiana 
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Women In Action hosted our annual 
Mother’s Day flower sale.  As usual 
we had some of the prettiest flowers 
in the area.  Our new VP Renee 
Fernandez baked doggie cookies to 
sell at the event and they went faster 
than hot Cakes!  We also had a bee 
raiser on hand selling honey and had 
a mock hive. He educated us along with 
the general public regarding how a hive 
works, how a queen is raised and how to 
extract the honey from the hives.  We 
were able to donate $600 to the Hobart 
Humane Society and $200 to each the 
National Disaster Search Dog  
Foundation and the Canine Companions. 
 We had such beautiful weather and all of 
our friends came out to support us.  We 
sold over 80 Baskets and 30 potted 
plants.  We are so thankful to the Paragon 
restaurant for once again allowing us to 
park in their parking lot and Kal-Bro 
farms for giving us the flowers on 
consignment.  
  
We are making plans to go on an outing 
to the Indiana Dunes State Park. They are 
having a sand castle contest.  We are 
looking forward to this event and inviting 
friends to tag along and get to know us 
and what we do.   

We are making plans for the Great Lakes 
Conference in Oakbrook Illinois this 
coming fall.   

We are planning an excursion to Baileys 
discount center in Jasper County where 

we can pick up bunches of travel size 
toothpaste!   
  
To wrap up our summer we will once 
again be baking doggie treats and work 
with the Hobart K-9 unit during our 
Hobart summer festival to raise some 
money for the K-9 unit and their 
handlers. 
   
Patty Burton is our new Treasurer and we 
will be heading to the bank soon to 
change over the signature cards.  She has 
been a member for just over a year now 
and already an officer. Thank you Patty 
for stepping up when our other Treasurer, 
Janice Rhynerson, had a lot of personal 
responsibilities to take care of.  Thank 
God things have settled down now for 
her. 

Whew! Even I hadn't realizes how busy 
we were and will continue to be this 
summer!  Enjoy your summer, stay cool 
and come on out and visit us during one 
or all of our exciting activities.   

Marianne McCombs 
Women In Action 
President  

Women in Action
Mother’s Day to Summer’s End 

Club	News

As I mentioned above we have 
a new Vice President!  Renee 
Fernandez has stepped up and 
taken this position and is 
already doing a great job.  She 
is excited and has jumped in 
with both feet.  I can't thank 
her enough for all the ideas, 
and work she has put in in 
such a short time. Dawn Orlich 
introduced her to our club and 
we also thank her for her hard 
work and effort.  

Our other newest member 
Elsie and I are going to attend 
a Hobart City council meeting 
to ask for permission to put up 
a GFWC placard somewhere 
in the city so the good people 
of Hobart will know we exist. 
Our secretary Cynthia Franz 
introduced Elsie to our club 
and we couldn't be more 
pleased. 

new Secretary 
& New Member
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The ESO Joyce Wargo Reading 
Club discussed My 
Grandmother Asked Me to Tell 
You She’s Sorry by Fredrick 
Backman at their April 
meeting. The book was 
suggested by Nancy Sederberg, 
a club member. 

My Grandmother Asked Me to 
Tell You She’s Sorry is a book 
about a young girl named Elsa 
and her granny, a retired doctor.  

Elsa has trouble getting along 
with others at school. The only 
time she is truly happy is when 
her granny is telling her fairy 
tales. The fairy tales are remarkably imaginative. Land of 
Almost Awake is where these tales take place. There are 6 
kingdoms in the Land of Almost Awake; all fairy tales 
come from Miamas. Mimovas is the musical kingdom; 
Mibatalos is where the bravest warriors live. Mirevas is the 
land of dreams, Miploris is the kingdom of sorrow, and 
courage comes from the kingdom of Miaudacas. There are 
many magical creatures in these kingdoms. 

All the fairy tales stop when Granny dies. But, 
Granny has left Elsa a treasure hunt. Elsa needs to 
deliver letters to people who live in her apartment 
building. Granny’s letters are letters of apology. 
When Elsa is delivering these letters, she sees the 
connection between the make believe kingdom of 
the Land of Almost Awake and the real world of 
the people who live in her apartment building.

The imagination of Fredrick Backman is superb. 
The book is well worth reading because the author 
has a child like imagination that is unbelievably 
good. 

Our club only found one negative side to this 
book. When reading the book, we sometimes got 
the make believe world mixed up with the real 
world. It is a wonderful book! 

Submitted by Tanya Bland                                                                       
ESO Joyce Wargo Reading Club  

ESO Corner Book Review

One Thousand White Women by Jim Fergus  

While perusing the bookshelves at Target I met another bookaholic searching for a new adventure. We exchanged 
recent read ideas and recommended our favorites. One Thousand White Women sounded like a strange journey, but she 
was so enthusiastic I couldn’t refuse (my recommendation to her was Behold the Dreamer by Imbolo Mbue.)  

The book is based on actual historical events but told thru fictional diaries. One Thousand White Women is the story of 
a woman, May Dodd, who travels to Montana in 1875 and marries Chief Little Wolf of the Cheyenne nation. The story 
of May Dodd’s travels uses the female perspective. Each of the women characters in the novel began their fictional 
lives as research material, grounded in some historical context…  

I read it none stop! Thanks to quiet waters, a comfy swing and sunny days my week at the lake cottage was filled with 
reading about the old west and frontier history.  

Fergus has given us a fresh voice and brought life to the American west and its native people.  ***** Five Stars  

By Nancy Caenepeel   GFWC/IFC South Bend Progress Club

My Grandmother Asked Me to Tell You She’s 
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Club	News
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The Progress Club in South Bend 
Indiana will be hosting two events.  
The first event will be their first 
fashion show fundraiser on September 
27, 2017. The “Timeless Fashion 
Show” will be presented by Judee’s 
Boutique. The boutique carries a wide 
range of designer styles and unique, 
customer-centric approach to fashion, 
Judee’s has remained one of the 
Midwest’s most trusted sources for 
women’s fashion for more than 2 
decades  The proceeds from the 
fundraiser will benefit the charities and 
college scholarships that the club 
supports. 

The second event will be our fourth 
annual “Bag Bingo” fundraiser in 
October.  Proceeds will go to support 
Dismas House of South Bend.  Dismas 
House is a residential home for ex-
offenders transitioning out of prison.   

Exciting News 
Dana Jones Candidate for 
Secretary of Great Lakes 
Our own Dana Jones will be presented as 
Indiana’s candidate for Secretary to serve 
on the Great Lakes Regional Executive 
Board. The election will take place this 
year.   Dana would assume her position 
July 1, 2018.  As IFC President, she 
provided information on so many 
subjects such as the homeless teens in 
Indianapolis and around the state, 
remember the great fun we had with Shot at Life “shots” and, of 
course, our Homecoming themed Convention, to recall just a few of 
her accomplishments for Indiana.    

It is with a great deal of pride that we envision her moving up the 
leadership ladder. and show her our support.  Great Lakes Regional 
Conference is being held at the Doubletree, Oakbrook, Illinois from 
September 14 thru 17. 

In February, the Lincoln club 
provided refreshments for the annual 
Lincoln Day program at the Lincoln 
Boyhood National Memorial in 
Lincoln City, IN. We prominently 
displayed our club flag and handed 
out brochures about the club.  Our 
President, Evelyn Adams, laid a 
wreath at the grave of Lincoln’s 
mother, Nancy Hanks Lincoln.  We 
were one of several groups to do so. 

At our March meeting Mike Ball 
from Evansville, IN office of March 
of Dimes spoke to our club. Members 
brought dimes and we donated $71.40 
to March of Dimes.  

We usually meet at the Lincoln 
Boyhood National Memorial but in 

April we met at the Lincoln Museum 
at the Lincoln Pioneer Village in 
Rockport, IN.  Members had saved 
pennies and were able to donate $44 
to the Friends of Lincoln Pioneer 
Village.  We also gave them $42 from 
a fundraiser we had last year at the 
Village.  

In May we met at the Lincoln Living 
Historical Farm.  Bob Zimmerman of 
the Park Service taught us about crops 
and farming as it would have been 
done when the Lincoln’s lived in this 
area. 

None of our club members could 
attend the GFWC annual Convention 
in June, but we still wanted to do our 

share. We sent $50.00 for the Rack 
Pack program.  

This year marks the 30th anniversary 
of the play “Young Abe Lincoln” held 
at the amphitheater at Lincoln State 
Park, Lincoln City, IN.  The Lincoln 
Club originated the idea of having a 
play about Abraham Lincoln’s years 
in Indiana and held many fundraisers 
to get the idea off the ground.  The 
club is no longer involved with the 
play, but we still support it by 
attending.  We will do so, as a club, 
on Friday, July 14, 2017.  We will 
also be recognizing the fact that 
several club members have July 
birthdays. 

GFWC/IFC Lincoln Club of Southern Indiana  

Progress Club of 
South Bend
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Tric Heepe, 
Dana Jones, 
and Brenda 
Underwood, 
Indiana’s 
delegation 
at this year’s 
International 
Convention

GFWC International Convention 2017 
Palm Springs, CA 
By Dana Jones GFWC in Palm Springs, California! It was a beautiful 

resort hotel to say the least! How great to be able to go 
shopping in a variety of stores, take a gondola ride over 
to one of the restaurants along the golf course, or to just 
lazily lay by the pool. None of which I did! The GFWC 
annual convention was in a great location, but I can 
easily say that it was too hot to wander outside to do 
these mentioned activities.  

I am in no way complaining, as I found many ways to 
enjoy my time and gather with my fellow clubwomen! I 
enjoyed visiting the vendors that were there selling their 
wares – so many gorgeous clothing items and jewelry as 
well as learning more about our GFWC partners at their 
booths. New connections were definitely made! I always 
enjoy the flag ceremony where all the regions and state 
federations carry their flag or banner as well as the 
International affiliates. It certainly makes you feel proud 
to belong to something bigger than just your local club. 

Indiana had a small delegation this year of Tric Heepe, 
Brenda Underwood (LEADS graduate) and myself. 
Betsey had a family health crisis that kept her home, so 
we proudly represented GFWC Indiana! We were able to 
attend workshops on the various departments of GFWC 
such as Communications and Public Relations, 
Membership, Fundraising and Development, Leadership, 
and Legislation and Public Policy. There was great 
information on how to engage more in the work of these 
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Continued on Page 13
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advancement areas for your club. Some information will be shared at 
the Great Lakes Region Conference if you’d like to hear about them 
yourself! 

GFWC California clubwomen were great hostesses as we went on 
an adventure on Thursday. We took a tour bus to see former and 
current homes of the stars – I always pictured them being large and 
luxurious, but I think my house is the same size as some – at least it 
looks that way from the outside, but I’m sure those cost much more! 
We also took a ride up a beautiful Palm Springs Aerial Tramway – 
where I had a laugh that the sign said to “Play in the snow at your 
own risk” and it was 117 degrees outside! It was gorgeous when we 
arrived at the top! 

The GFWC Business sessions went well with interesting 
information shared. The review of the Bylaws and Resolutions went 
by easily with some interesting discussion along the way. Some 
issues were sent back to the committee as there was not agreement 
amongst the membership – so I’m sure those will show back up next 
year.  

There was again an author that spoke at both the ESO breakfast and 
at the general session. One afternoon there was a hypnotist that, 
although I didn’t want to laugh at my Federation friends, talked 
them into doing some entertaining things! I guess people act 
differently when someone else is talking into their minds.  

Of course, some of the fun that we experienced in the general 
sessions was that GFWC Indiana received some awards – First Place 
for International Outreach and USO. Great job bragging ladies! I 
have enjoyed being able to attend the GFWC conventions to catch 
up with other federation friends, but more importantly to represent 
GFWC Indiana. I’m already looking forward to next year’s 
convention which will be in St. Louis! That’s a quick ride away if 
you’ve never attended before – come join us!

GFWC 
International 
Convention 2017 
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GFWC Kankakee Valley Projects 2017
Kankakee Valley is being featured this month because they completely forgot to report this year and 
consequently had no chance for awards. That is their lose but we are able to share some of the club activities 
with you here.  Maybe you will want to use one or two of these ideas for your own club.
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 The KV Women’s Club operates on a 
Jan-Dec schedule making it more 
manageable for the outgoing 
president to write the yearly 
reports..all falling under her term. 

The members of KV have 
accomplished much since January 
with the following projects already 
under their belts: 

-Assisting at an Angels Wrapped in 
Love workshop to cut out pattern 
pieces of material (usually made 
from donated wedding dresses) used 
to make burial gowns for premature 
babies or young babies with illnesses.  
It is hard to find dresses/suites this 
small. 

-KV members held their own Angels 
Wrapped in Love workshop during 
the week where 43 dresses were cut 
for sewing. 

-We have revised our Continuing 
Education Scholarship to be for a 
woman in our area that has needed 
the assistance of the local Crisis 
Center to help establish a career.  It is 
entitled Scholarship for Success. 

- Members purchased thirty 12 inch 
teddy bears for the Demotte and 
Wheatfield Police Departments to 
hand out to children in stressful 
situations. 

-KVWC has developed a new tri-fold 
to place in local libraries and stores 

-We have designed and purchased 
professional business cards, a table 
runner for displays and large check to 
help get our name in the public eye. 

-In March KVWC invited the public 
to join them for lunch at the fourth 
annual Soup and Salad Luncheon. 

-A week prior to the IFC Convention 
members met to decorate/create their 
own version of a ‘Sisters in History” 
hat.  The following week the hats 
were worn to our month meeting in 
preparation for the Kentucky Derby 
complete with drinks and treats. 

-April 27 found our members at our 
first ever Bingo Fundraiser. We Love 
Bingo!  Community vendors supplied 
the prizes and we supplied the pulled 
pork meal before the bingo.  Hopes 
are to continue to build on this 
scholarship fundraiser. 

-This week will be another busy one 
for KV..our forty-fifth (45) annual 
Mother’s Day Geranium Sale will be 
held on May 12 and 13.  This is 
usually our biggest fundraiser for the 
year. 

-Before taking a summer break the 
Club will hand out two $750 
scholarships to graduating seniors. 

-June and July will be break time for 
members with a possible outing but 
we will be back at work in August at 
the KV School District Back to 
School Fair where over 600 students 
gather their needed school supplies.  
KVWC supplies pens.  Well, maybe 
break was not the correct word…
members will weed the flower beds 
at the Fairchild House, a local 
historical home in Demotte, and then 
fill planters with items from our 
flower/geranium sale.  Each week 
members sign up to water the 
planters from May-October. 

-Bunco anyone ???  Join us on 
October 19 as we hope to celebrate 
another successful fundraiser. 

-If you are not a bunco fan, you could 
always join us for our yearly Hymn 
sing and bingo games at Oak Grove 
retirement and nursing home.  This 
meeting will also have a guest 
speaker from our community, a 
disabled female army veteran. 

-December will find GFWC KV 
Women’s Club members becoming 
elves as we continue our long history 
of the Miracle Tree project started by 
Bonnie during her first 
administration in 1988. 

Projects KVWC also makes 
monetary donations to include Binky 
Patrol, Special Olympics, Fairchild 
House, Crisis Center, Mobility 
Ministries (formerly PETS), the Back 
Pack Programs at two churches in 
Demotte, Riley Hospital for Children 
and Military serving overseas.
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OFFICIAL CALL 
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17 OFFICIAL CALL TO THE 2017 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

OF THE GFWC GREAT LAKES REGION
September 15 – 17, 2017

Lin Wilken, GFWC GLR President

“Turning Disabilities to Abilities One Heartbeat at a Time”

You are invited to attend the 2017 GFWC Great Lakes Region Conference September 15 – 17, 2017 at 
DoubleTree by Hilton in Oak Brook, Illinois. Conference Chairmen Kathy Koran and the members of GFWC 
Illinois have arranged a wonderful weekend for us.  Please come early to join in for a “Murder on the High Seas” a 
“Whodunit at Sea” planned by GFWC Illinois. Everyone has a part and everyone is a suspect!  

Friday will start with a GFWC Great Lakes Board of Directors Meeting and if you survived the “Murder on the 
High Seas” a “Whodunit at Sea” on Thursday night you might enjoy an excursion across the street at the Oak 
Brook Shopping Mall, hotel shuttles available.  Friday afternoon we will be docking The “U.S.S. GFWC Great 
Lakes” Region Ship for our first official port of call, the beautiful St. Jude’s Island of Service Project for the 
ALSAC. After re-boarding we will be off to the next stop on our journey, The Port of Illinois State Night. A fine 
evening will be provided with a sumptuous dinner, a terrific motivational speaker A’ric Jackson and entertainment 
provided by “The Inaugural Lip Sync Challenge”. 

Saturday Morning promises gentle seas and sunshine as we head out to sea again. With the Officers of the Day on 
deck and Admiral Shea and Vice Admiral Brock aboard, the “U.S.S. GFWC Great Lakes” Region Ship will 
intersperse business with informative presentations by the lively GFWC Committee mates and entertaining/
educational workshops. No cruise would be complete without a dash of cheer and a dollop of fine food. Please join 
the Officers and your fellow passengers for our Admiral’s Ball “All the Places You Will Go” on Saturday night. 
Cocktail bling is the thing to bring. Our Honored guests Admiral Sheila Shea and Vice Admiral Mary Ellen Brock 
will be accompanied by GFWC 2nd Vice President Deb Strahanoski as we gather to celebrate “Great Lakes 
Region, the Heartbeat of GFWC.” 

As we sail the night away under the stars of the Great Lakes, save your last bit of cruise time for Sunday morning. 
We will be enjoying an encore presentation of the “Partners on Parade” with GFWC Partners: “March of Dimes”, 
“Shot@Life” and “USO.” These partners have so much to share, you will not want to jump ship too soon. Our 
morning will begin with an inspiring remembrance of great leaders of GFWC GLR lost since our last cruise 
followed by a final fantastic meal together at sea. We look forward to a seafarers report from our region mates who 
serve GFWC as Committee Chairmen and Committee members. Membership motivations will abound as the ship 
begins to dock. We will learn the next destination of GFWC Great Lakes Region from the mates of GFWC Indiana 
just as we drop anchor. There will be hugs and farewells from Admiral Shea and Vice Admiral Brock as well as 
serenades to be heard as we disembark and head to our home ports, all in time for that favorite Sunday game of 
baseball, basketball, soccer, football or concert in the park. 

Join us on the “U.S.S. GFWC Great Lakes” Region Ship in September!  
Send you reservations now and get ready for a trip filled with lots of GFWC GLR memories.  
You know, the kind you never forget.  

Please go to gfwcindiana.com  
for information on the hotel and for registration forms.  

Pages 17 and 18 of Clubwoman  
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District Tours    

Fall is almost here and your District Conference is just around the corner.                                                                    
Come meet members from your district, a group of incredible                                                women. It will be 
a time to explore what other clubs have                                                             on their agendas, exchanging 
ideas on Living the Volunteer Spirit!

Central District………...August 19…………Dana Jones, President

South West District …..September 23.......Carolyn Cunningham, President

North West District…...October 7………....Carol Govert-Moreno, President

South East District…….October 21………..Debbie Hickman, President

North East District ……October 27………..Nancy Caenepeel, President  
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We put back some of what travel takes out. 
At DoubleTree by Hilton™ we put the human touch back into your travel experience. It all starts with the 
warm welcome of a chocolate chip cookie at check-in. Then the caring keeps coming with everything 
from the luxurious comfort of our Sweet Dreams® sleep experience, to our highly-trained staff members 
who are dedicated to anticipating your needs so your stay is the best it can be. Come see us! 
We always have a cookie with your name on it ready and waiting. 
 
ROOM RATE 
 $119.00 per night plus applicable tax 
Rooms are Double/Double Beds 
Reservation Deadline:  August 24, 2017  
Group Code:   FOW    
 
ROOM FEATURES 
 
• Cable TV with movies and complimentary HBO® 
• Complimentary USA Today® and The Wall Street Journal® 
• Iron with board and hairdryer 
• Individual climate control and Electronic door locks 
• Aroma Actives Essential Bath Products 
 
•  Check-in: 3:00 P.M. Check-out: 12:00 P.M. 
•  All  rooms  and  public  space  are  non-smoking 
•  Complimentary  on-site and covered parking 
•  24-Hour complimentary business center 
  
DINING & ENTERTAINMENT  
 
• Atrium Cafe, American:  
Open for breakfast, lunch and dinner.  
(6:30am – 9:00pm) 
 
• Foxes Sports Bar and Grille, American:  
Open for lunch and dinner  
(11:30am – 1:00am) 
 
• Room Service:  
Available 6:00am – 11:00pm 
 
DoubleTree by Hilton Chicago Oak Brook 

1909 Spring Road, Oak Brook, Illinois 60523  Phone: (630) 472-6000 
www.DoubleTreeOakBrook.com    Central Reservations: (866) 812-3959 

RECREATION 
•  Heated  indoor  swimming  pool  and  whirlpool 
   Open from 6am – 11pm 
 
• DoubleTree Fitness by Precor-cardio equipment with          
personal TV screens, free weights and room to stretch     
Open from 6am – 11am 
 
•  Golf  courses, putting green, tennis courts, and hiking 
trails nearby 
 

NEARBY ATTRACTIONS 
•  Oakbrook Center Mall - 1 block 

• Drury Lane Dinner Theater - 1/2 mile 

•  Brookfield  Zoo  - 7 miles 

•  The  Morton  Arboretum  - 12 miles 

• United Center  

Chicago Bulls & Blackhawks -  15 miles 

•  Rivers  Casino  - 15 miles 

•  Downtown  Chicago  - 18 miles 

•  Navy  Pier  - 19 miles 

•  Wrigley  Field   Chicago Cubs - 20 miles 

•  US  Cellular Field Chicago White Sox-  20 miles   
  

 

DoubleTree by Hilton Chicago - Oak Brook 
1909 Spring Rd, Oak Brook, IL 60523 

Phone: (630) 472-6000 
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REGISTRATION FORM 
GFWC – GREAT LAKES REGION CONFERENCE 

September 15 – 17, 2017  
DoubleTree by Hilton  Chicago – Oak Brook 
1909 Spring Road, Oak Brook Illinois 60523 

Phone (630) 472-6000      Fax: (630) 573-1909 
 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________E-mail________________________ 
 
City: ________________________________State: ________Zip:_________________________ 
              __Home 
Phone: __Cell ________________________Officer/Chairman: __________________________ 
 
Club/District/State Affiliation: _________________________/___________________/_______ 
 
Registration Fee                                                               $25.00                  ______________ 
A late fee of $25 will be added with a postmark after the due date 
Thursday Night – “Cruising  For  Murder”                    $40.00                   ______________ 
Check your bags and Set Sail for a Sinuous Night of Secrets, Scandals and Seafaring Scoundrels  
Come help us solve the murder aboard the “Mystery  of  the  Seas” – You may be the Victim or the Murderer  
Happy  Hour  Hors  D’ouvres included    Cash Bar   
Friday – Illinois State Night –                          $49.00                 _______________ 
Pan Roasted Chicken Breast, Baby Spinach Salad, Eli’s  Cheesecake     

Saturday – Lunch                                                             $39.00  _______________ 
Soup & Sandwich, Fresh Seasonal Berries 
Saturday – Banquet                                                        $60.00                 _______________ 
Smoked Beef Tenderloin, Bibb & Iceberg Salad, Crème Brulee 
Sunday – Breakfast                                                $31.00                   _______________ 
American Breakfast with Bacon 

Mini Mart Space   -FOR STATE FUNDRAISING ONLY-     $10.00                    _______________ 
  

Opportunity Basket Tickets   (Quantity of 20 )     $20.00  _______________ 
 

Total Enclosed                     _______________ 
Please indicate any dietary, food allergies or medical restrictions:_______________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Make Checks Payable To:       GFWC Illinois  
Send Registration To:              Karen Meyer 
                                                    10011 S. Claremont Avenue, Chicago IL 60643 
                                                    (773) 619-3050      kmeyer5396@aol.com 
 

Registration must be postmarked by August 15, 2017     •      NO REFUNDS AFTER September 1, 2017 


